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Impacts of Stream Bank Erosion on 
Fisheries and Water Quality

Excess Siltation 
 Disruption of normal reproduction 
 Interruption or destruction of the food supply
 Decreased feeding visibility
 Clogging of gills
 Decreased habitat diversity

Greatest Impact
herbivores, benthic insectivores and simple lithophilous spawners.

Excess Nutrients 
 Increase in biological production 
 decrease in dissolved oxygen
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Factors Contributing to Stream 
Bank Erosion

1. Removal of Riparian Vegetation

2. Geology of the system

3. Farming and Livestock
Clearing of banks to increase size of pastures
Livestock trails to water
Overgrazing of vegetation



1. Removal of Riparian 
Vegetation





2. Geology of System
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Natural Channel Design and 
Stabilization Methodology

• What?

• Why?
• Works with nature, not against it

• Aesthetically pleasing

• Creates habitat for aquatic life

• Less expensive 
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Questions?


